OBITUARY

JOHN JACKSON

British Astronomy has lost one of its most admired adherents in the person
of Dr John Jackson, C.B.E., F.R.5., who died on 1958 December g, in his
seventy-second year. IHe had been a member of the British Astronomical
Association for thirty-seven years and served on the Council as recently as
1g51-52. Like so many others who have adopted astronomy as a profession,
he did not, at first, intend to specialize in the science, but was strongly
attracted to it while studying at Glasgow University, where, under the guid-
ance of Professor L. Becker, he had a notable career.  Then, at the age of 22,
he went up to Cambridge and enrolled at Trinity College. There he achieved
much distinction as a mathematician, especially in Sphertcal Astronomy and
Celestial Mechanics, gaining among other high awards a Sheepshanks
Exhibition and the coveted Smith’s prize.  In 1914 he was appointed to
one of the two Chief Assistantships at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich,
serving under (Sir) Frank Dyson, Astronomer Royal, and having as his senior
colleague Dr H. Spencer Jones. He thus took his place in the line of the
many distinguished astronomers who have temporarily held the post of Chief
Assistant to the Astronomer Royal. A period of service in the Survey Section
of the Royal Engineers during the 1914-18 War interrupted the development
of his chosen career, but upon demobilization he ardently resumed his duties
at Greenwich. He took his full share of routine observational and administra-
tive work, though his special talents were soon to be devoted to a more
rewarding occupation—the researches in positional and dynamical astronomy
with which his name will be long associated.  Among them were an investiga-
tion of the retrograde orbits of certain planetary satellites, especiailly the eighth
satellite of Jupiter, and a determination of the orbits of a number of binary
stars, for which he collated and used the larpe accumulation of observations
which had been made with the Greenwich 28-inch refractor.

An important piece of work (in which he collaborated with Dr Knox-Shaw,
Director of the Radcliffe Observatory, Oxford) was a re-reduction of the large
number of careful meridian observations which had been made at that
obscrvatory by Hornsby in the years 1774 to 1798. 'The resulting revision
of the positions of planets and stars at that period forms a basis on which
improved knowledge of planctary orbits and the proper motions of stars can
be founded. i

In 1933, after having served as Chief Assistant at Greenwich for nineteen
years, Dr Jackson was appointed H. M. Astronomer and Director of the Royal
Observatory, Cape of Good Hope, in succession to Dr Spencer Jones, who
had become Astronomer Royal.  Consequently his slight, alert figure and
friendly smile were rarely seen at astronomical gatherings in Britain during
the next seventeen ycars.
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